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Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

When a child is being abused or neglected, the
investigation involves more than just law
enforcement. It requires a team of professionals all
working together to keep that child safe. This is
called the Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT), and it is
the foundation of any successful Child Advocacy
Center (CAQ).

For more than 10 years, Willow Tree has provided a
safe, home-like environment where children can
disclose abuse and begin to heal. All involved
members of the MDT are able to gather all of the
necessary information at the same time, and the
child only has to tell their story once to a specially
trained child forensic interviewer. Questions

are asked in way that does not lead or
retraumatize the child, and the child
can also receive a medical
evaluation, counseling, and
ongoing advocacy services.

With your support, each child
can find the support to lift a
heavy weight from their
shoulders and look forward to a
bright futurel
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A community partnership fo

Protect, Heal, and Care for children
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OUR
MISSION

Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

TEAMING UP FOR BRIGHT FUTURES

Kristie Sickel, Willow Tree Program Manager &
Child Forensic Interviewer

Another year has come and gone, and in that time Willow Tree was able to Protect, Heal and Care for 728
children. As we continue to move towards normalcy and a return to pre-pandemic levels of care, | can’t help
but reflect on the teamwork that not only made our work possible but resulted in a better experience for
kids.

| think of the children who have continued to come back for therapy, and what a privilige it has been to see
them move forward emotionally and physically with their support system by their side. | think of the kids
that | interviewed who overcame tough emotions to feel the weight lift off their shoulders as they told me
about a secret that had sometimes been kept for years. | think of Child Protective Services making
arrangements for these children to be safe, while ensuring their basic needs are met.

| think of the 12-year-old-girl who was worried that she was pregnant, and the relief she felt after being told
during her medical evaluation that she was not and that everything was ok with her body. | think of the
4-year-old boy who wanted to sit on his advocate’s lap because he felt comforted by her. | think of the
Sensitive Crimes Detectives telling children they are believed, while working day-in and day-out to ensure
that perpetrators are held accountable for what they did. | think about the little kids who have held my
hand as | walked them back to the interview room, reassuring them that everything will be ok. | think of
advocates listening to parents helping them understand the investigation and providing them with
supportive services to move forward. And lastly, | think of all the children who have bravely told their story at
Willow Tree - children who are now free from abuse and moving towards a brighter tomorrow.

Willow Tree could not have helped all of these children and their families without the
dedication and support of our community partners or our dedicated supporters in
the community.

You help children to be heard and believed. Thank youl
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EMILY’S STORY

YOU EMPOWERED HER TO TELL WHEN READY

Emily* had just turned 4 years old.

She held her mom’s hand as she came to Willow Tree to talk about an incident
involving her dad, who no longer lived with them. From the moment they
arrived, our team’s main goal was to find out what had happened to keep
Emily safe.

Emily drew pictures in the interview room with Kristie, her

child forensic interviewer.

They colored and talked, and Kristie asked Emily to tell her why she was at
Willow Tree. Emily’s answers were short and in simple terms. She told Kristie
that she had seen her dad with “no clothes on” and said that dad had taken a
pbath with her, but she wasn’t able to expand further.

Investigators determined that Emily’s statement was concerning enough to
temporarily suspend visits with her father as the investigation continued.
Before Emily and her mom left, their advocate helped connect them with a
therapist closer to their home so Emily could get help processing everything.

Nearly a year later, the detective assigned to Emily’s case contacted Willow
Tree to report that Emily was now disclosing more details.

Emily came back to Willow Tree and when she did, she had
her same advocate, her same detective, and her

same forensic interviewer.

Once again Emily and Kristie colored while they talked. She was 5 now, and her
language was a bit more advanced. She told Kristie about touching that
happened to her body, to dad’s body, and about him showing her a movie of
“girls’ and boys’ private parts.” She was very brave and matter-of-fact.

Emily‘s detective used the information to question Emily’s father, who
confessed to everything.

Thanks to your support, Emily was able to disclose the full story when she was
ready and capable of doing so. She is no longer being abused and she and her

mom are moving forward toward a bright futurel

*client name changed for confidentiality

100 %

of parents and
caregivers
surveyed said their
child felt safe
at Willow Tree.
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MIA’S STORY

YOU HELPED MIA PUT HER NEEDS FIRST

7-year-old Mia* was very protective of her mother.

Mia’s mom had a long history of drug use, and she often left Mia with different
relatives or other people for long periods of time. Child Protective Services

became involved and an interview and medical evaluation were scheduled for
Mia at Willow Tree to make sure she was being taken care of.

Mia had a hard time sitting still in our lobby and talked a mile a minute.

She was skinny, had a short attention span, and did not look well taken care of.
Her assigned advocate, Samantha, spent time helping her get comfortable.

During the interview, Mia often tried to minimize her mother’s actions and
drug use. This is common in cases of neglect. She talked about how her and
her mom would sometimes sleep in a car at the park or in a parking lot. Next,
Mia walked down the hall to see one of our nurse practitioners from Children’s
Wisconsin, who found that Mia had missed several well-child exams and
needed dental care.

While Mia received services, Samantha gathered items from our donation
closet. She picked out new clothes, shoes, hygiene supplies, and head bands
for Mia to wear. Samantha also talked to Mia’s case worker about scheduling
counseling for Mia at Willow Tree, to help her work through some of the

emotions and behaviors she was struggling with.

Mia’s case worker reviewed the information that was gathered and decided it
would be best for Mia to be placed outside of her mom’s care.

It was a tough road at first, but every person who has cared for Mia
since that day has worked together so that Mia could keep coming
back for counseling: her relatives, her foster mom, her school,

her case worker, and her advocate, Samantha.

Of the children
receiving therapy
at Willow Tree,

85%

demonstrated
signs of
healing.
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Everyone is noticing a positive change in Mia as she bravely works through
her emotions and past experiences with her therapist. She’s calmer, she is
happy, and the signs of neglect that were once so apparent are slowly fading.

Mia’s true self is shining through and, thanks to you, she continues to discover
just how strong, worthy, and capable she is!

*client name changed for confidentiality
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Physical Abuse
was a presenting
concern for

20%

of the children
you helped
last year.

CARTER’S STORY

YOU SUPPORT SAFE CHILDHOODS

What happens when a child is too young to tell us if abuse has occurred? At
Willow Tree, our staff and our partners have a plan in place to get to the
bottom of what happened.

Carter* was 6 months old when doctors alerted the authorities
to their concerns that he may have been physically abused.

He had been brought to the hospital with bruising on his face. It was minor
but not easily explained, which was a red flag. Additional imaging found that
Carter also had four internal rib fractures that were healing.

Law enforcement and Child Protective Services immediately began working
together on ajoint investigation. They talked to Carter’s parents and found
that there were two older siblings also living in the home. Both kids were said
to be present when Carter was injured, so the team arranged for the
children to be interviewed at Willow Tree since their baby brother couldn’t
be.

One at a time, Carter’s siblings spoke to a child forensic interviewer. This
gave them a safe space to talk, away from their parents, to reduce any fears
of getting into trouble. The younger of the siblings, who was just 2 years old,
was also able to get a medical evaluation at Willow Tree to check on his
safety. He did not have any injuries.

The siblings were so brave. Although their interviews didn’t reveal the cause
of Carter’s injuries, they did help the team obtain a timeline for when
Carter’s injuries occurred and who was caring for him at the time.

Based on the information gathered at Willow Tree, Child Protection
determined the best course of action was safety planning and education.
They continue to check in on the family and connected the parents to
outside help to prevent future injuries.

Thanks to you, Carter and his siblings are being carefully
watched over and their parents are accepting of the help they need

to know how to provide a safe and nurturing home.

*client name changed for confidentiality
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OUR
IMPACT

Empowering Personal Growth & Healing

e, Family
Serwces

Protect. Heal. Care.

Your support gave more than 500 children the opportunity to be heard and believed with a child forensic
interview at Willow Tree this past year. This was a 20% increase over the number of children interviewed

during the height of the pandemic.

We credit this increase to the fact that more children continue to be reconnected with the trusted adults in
their lives, such as teachers, social workers, extended family members, mentors and more. These connections
open the door to child disclosures of sexual or physical abuse, neglect or other concerns within the home.
These trusted adults also play a crucial role in spotting the warning signs of abuse in children who do not

disclose.
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CHILD FORENSIC
INTERVIEWS

were completed at the
CAC in collaboration
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6-7
YEARS OF
AGE

was the age seen
most among children

263
MEDICAL
EVALUATIONS

with our nurse
practitioners from

¥

95%
OF REPORTED
OFFENDERS

were known to the
child, including 262

with the MDT. served in 2021. Children’s Wisconsin. parents or guardians.
67% 345 317 57

OF CHILDREN SEXUAL ABUSE GENEROUS CHILDREN IN
INTERVIEWED SURVIVORS SUPPORTERS THERAPY

live in Brown County.
The rest live in nearby

counties or out of state.

were served. Sexual
abuse was the No. 1
issue reported.

gave children the
help they need to

build a bright future.

gained skills to help
them process and heal
from their trauma.
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OUR
IMPACT

Over the past few years, we've seen the average age
of the children we serve continue to go down. This is
largely due to the fact that more children under the
age of 5 are being brought to Willow Tree. In 2021,
your support helped 45 of these youngest victims.

While the numbers and ages of the children are

disheartening, we believe that this trend may be

due in part to our prevention education efforts
starting in Kindergarten. The earlier a child is
taught what unsafe touches are and who to tell
if someone is hurting them, the sooner we can
help that child become safe.

At Willow Tree, our child forensic interviewers

are specially trained to interview children as
young as 3 years old in a way that is
developmentally appropriate. The child can also
be medically evaluated by one of our nurse
practitioners from Children’s Wisconsin to document
any signs of abuse. If the child has older siblings, we
can interview them as well to gather corroborating
evidence and find out if any other children in the
home are being harmed. All of these factors can
contribute to a stronger criminal case, if the case
goes to court.

It is thanks to you and your support that more

children under age 5 are being heard, believed, and
their abusers held accountable!

1 IMPACT REPORT 2021 IMPACT

Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

When the beginnings of the Multi-Disciplinary Team
(MDT) first assembled in Brown County in 2007, we
worked together to create a set of protocols that
would apply to all cases involving child maltreatment.
Our goal was to reduce the trauma a child would
experience through an investigation and provide
them with support and resources to heal.

Today, more than 90%* of cases involving
substantiated reports of child sexual abuse in Brown
County utilize our services at Willow Tree. This
success has led to agencies in other surrounding
counties modeling their own protocols after ours.
Many of them are utilizing our services at Willow Tree.

In 2021, Door County became the latest to develop a
response specifically for survivors of sexual violence,
including childhood sexual abuse. In all cases where
sexual abuse is reported, children will now have an
advocate present for support. If a child is 12 or under,
an interview will be scheduled for them at Willow
Tree with the option to also receive a medical
evaluation while they are here.

Trainings for this protocol started in 2022. We are
proud to share that low enforcement officers in Door
County completed their initial training in April and are
partnering with Willow Tree and our sister program,
the Sexual Assault Center of Family Services, to make
sure that child victims know they are believed, they
are brave, and they will have help to heall

*According to the most recent
data collected in 2017 across
all Brown County jurisdictions.



Willow Tree
O U R Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center
IMPACT

Research has shown that children who receive child
abuse prevention lessons are less likely to be abused.
Perpetrators often seek out young children who do not
have the knowledge or understanding that what is
happening to them is wrong. By teaching children what
abuse is, when and how to say no, and who to tell if
someone is hurting them, they become safer against
perpetrators.

In the spring of 2021, conversations began about
making our child abuse prevention presentations
required for grades K-5 in Green Bay Area Public
Schools (GBAPS). District officials wanted to make sure
that starting in Kindergarten, all children would have
access to the same developmentally appropriate
information.

PREVENTION TESTIMONIAL:
EMPOWERING CHILDREN TO TELL

“From my own experiences at Danz, in addition to
what other counselors have shared, there have
been instances in which students have disclosed
abuse following the prevention education
presentation by Willow Tree. Students have
shared that they felt comfortable doing so
because of what they learned and heard in the
prevention lesson.

Throughout the summer, a team was created to vet the
educational materials. The partnership was finalized in
time for the start of the 2021-2022 school year.

By working together to add Prevention Education
lessons in GBAPS, we have ensured that all students in
the district will have access to important body safety
information and an understanding of good vs. bad
secrets. More than 4,500 children received these
lessons last year, and we anticipate even more will
benefit in 2022 thanks to your support of Willow
Treel

This past year, | had a student who disclosed right
after the prevention lesson. She was very anxious
about the next steps and the interviewing process.
She recognized Becca when she went in for her
interview at Willow Tree and shared that this
alleviated some of the anxiety she was having.

SPECIAL
THANKS TO

Green Bay Public
School District

She felt better seeing that there was an adult she
knew and recognized working in that building.”

Jennifer Brooks,
Danz Elementary School Counselor

IMPACT 2021 IMPACT REPORT 12



Your support empowers chi.ldren

4

to disclose abuse and neglect.

YOU help them see the

hero that lies within!




WITH
YOUR

SUPPORT

$25,000+

Associated Bank on
behalf of Lois Grace
Golde & Philip B. Flynn
Cornerstone Foundation
of Northeastern
Wisconsin

$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous

Barb's Centre for
Dance, Inc.

Bob & Carol Gafvert

Green Bay Packers Give
Back

Donald & Darlene Long
Family Fund for
Catholic Charity

Other Guys Law
Enforcement
Motorcycle Club

Schneider Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Amanda and Gaetano
Auricchio

Johnson & Johnson
Foundation

Miriam & Jim Mulva
David & Tonya Toonen
Bill & Annie Vander
Perren

WPS Health Insurance

$2,500 - $4,999

Paula & John Allen
Frederick & Virginia Baer
Fund, a fund of the
Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation
Belmark, Inc.

Broadway Enterprises,
Inc

Robert L. Cowles, Jr &
Margaret A. Cowles
Fund, a fund of the
Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation

De Pere Christian
Qutreach Corp
Donald & Darlene Long
Family Foundation

Will & Erin Enright

Dr. Brian Hartinger

James R Sickel Law
Office

John & Engrid Meng, Inc
Miron Construction Co.
Nicolet National Bank
Edward & Christina
Policy

Mike & Jenny Rausch

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous

Arthur J Gallagher & Co

Auto Haus on Velp

Azure

Bellin Health System
Kevin Blaney

Michael Burg

Michael Cantor

Andy & Cecilia Colburn
Mark & Nancy Duppler
Engage Orthodontics

Sandra Ewald

Festival Foods, Inc.

John & Claire Frey
Michael & Leanne
Haddad Family
Foundation

Mark & Marisa Hanson

Jan & Jim Hurd

Timothy & Lori
Kneeland

Geoffrey & Callie Lacy
Landscape Artisans

Charlie & Janet Lieb

Steve & Janelle
Maricque

Jennie & Mark Moran
Barbara & Jay Nick

John & Beth
O'Connor

Mark & Mary Olsen

Tom & Joan Olson

Packer Fastener &
Supply, Inc

Stephen E. & Julie M.
Pasowicz

Mark & Mary Peterson
Family Foundation
Pink Flamingos

Mark & Susan Porath

Renning, Lewis & Lacy

Jim & Sue Ritchay

Robinson, Inc.

Chris & Mary Rupp

Carol Schierl

James & Kathlin Sickel
Mike & Susan Smullen

Thielke Property
Maintenance &
Trenching

Jay & Barbara
Tomcheck

Kenneth F & Virginia
Trudell

Vanguard Charitable

Wisconsin Public Service
Foundation

Wochinske Family
Foundation

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Amy & Dan Baines
Hallie & David Barbara
Jules & Julie Blank
Krista Seidl & Robert
Domol
Ed Block Courage Award
Foundation
Green Bay Area
Exchange Club
Bob & Stacy Gryboski
Doug & Kathy Hartman
Paul & Karen Hasemeyer
Investors Community
Bank Wellness Team
Kids Dental Experts
Hank & Mary Kollross
Jim Filter & Maria
Lara

Karen McDiarmid &
Jim Montgomery

T.P. Meyer

Orthopedic & Sports
Medicine Specialists of
Green Bay

Dr. Ryan & Courtney
Peirce

Dan & Peg Pichler

Kristine Pihlgren & Chad
Resar

Ben & Cassie Ruoff

Sisters of St. Francis of
the Holy Cross

Kaari Truttmann

Lucie & Ben van Oss

Michael & Jean Vogel

David & M. Sue White
Fund, a fund of the
Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation

Ben & Ann Zellner

$250 - $499

Karen & Tony Allard

Anonymous

Associated Bank N.A.
Fund, a fund of the
Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation
Michael & Osmara
Baumgardt

Rob & Kathy Byrne
Molly Crosby

Patrick & Maria Denis

Gabrielle & Jeff Dow
David & Meredith Evans

Ryan & Nicole Everson

Gardan, Inc

Maryanne Gerstner

Christopher & Jennifer
Gizzi

Stacie Gries

Molly & Robert Hall
Hammerbeck Dental

George & Sharon
Hartmann

Kristin & Steve Harty

Andrew Hermsen

Jeff & Angela Hoisington

Kristy Joachim

Don & Lori Jolly

Brian & Nicole Klika

Bill & Pat Larsen

Tim & Sherry Lau

Tony & Leanne Less

Lisle Family Foundation

Carrie & PJ Madson

Joseph & Katrina
Malcore

Tom & Pam Martin

Trent & Carri Moberg

Robyn & Paul Monger

Katy O'Neill & Jeffrey
Shere

Dr. Brian Peterson

Lisa & Ken Petter

Aaron & Angie Qualio

Salon Elan

Steve & Jackie
Schechinger

Shannon & Bryan
Schwebke

Dana & Stacy Stecker

Michael & Sarah Troup

Virginia Turner

Ellen Ney Van Dyke

Tim & Terri Verhasselt

$1- $249

Tricia Adams

Steve & Patty Albers

Anonymous

David & Aymee Balison

Brian Bartel

Todd & Julie Bartels

Robert & Joan
Bartingale

Jennifer Baugnet

Gwen Baumel

Mary Benson

Stacey & Bradley Berndt

Jen Berres

Duke Blakayj

Tom & Louise
Blankenheim

SUPPORTERS 2021 IMPACT REPORT 14

Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

Bountiful Boards GB LLC

Amy Bouthilet

Marcia Brockman
David & Georgia Brosig

Carol & Brian Bruess
Brendan & Stephanie
Bruss

Tom & Kate Burgess
Brad Burmeister

David and Jenene
Calloway

Donald & Mary Carlson

Sean Carmichaoel &
Laura Olejniczak-
Carmichael

Michael Charles

Tara & Paul Collins

John Connelly

Alisa & Byron Conway

Todd & Anne Danen

John & Liz Danner
Elizabeth Darkhabani

Craig & Megan Darling

Annie & Ben Dart

Jody Smits & Colton
Decoteau

Kris & Jim Demerath
Michael & Cynthia
Desotell

Kelly & Lynelle Diestler

Carson & Allison Diltz
Dennis & Lynn Dionne

John DiSalvo

Morgan & Mehul Doshi
Bobbi Jo & Ted
Eisenreich

Tim & Marilyn Enright

Justin Evans

Fifarek Family

Susan Finco & Ed
Kralovec

Mary Flanigan

Ashley Flannery

Jen Foster

Sue Frizzo

Alan Gaffney

Bob Gafvert

Lise Lotte Gammeltoft



WITH
YOUR
SUPPORT

MDT PARTNER TESTIMONIAL:
HELPING CHILDREN & FAMILIES HEAL

“Not only do children experience trauma when
victimized, but so do their protective family members
and caregivers. These caregivers all frequently
experience apprehension and concern on how to
proceed with the next steps of providing proper care
for the child’s needs through the course of an
investigation.

WillowTree is an important team member for law
enforcement. It provides a neutral, child-safe
environment that alleviates these concerns through
comprehensive services of listening to the child’s
experience, attending to the child’s medical needs,
mental health, and ongoing victim advocacy. These
services are invaluable to law enforcement, as it
allows us to focus on conducting an appropriate
investigation.”

Detective Sgt. Matt Guth,
De Pere Police Department

15 IMPACT REPORT 2021 SUPPORTERS

$1- $249 (Cont’d)
Lois Grace Golde &
Philip B. Flynn

Dawn & Hal Goodman
Fredric & Barbara
Gromacki

Ralph & Merna
Hammerbeck

Lisa Hansen

N.L. Hanson

Dr. Tim & Julie Harder
Dr. Joel & Bridget Hein
Hennigan Family
Mike & Sue Heynen
Earl & Agnes
Heyrman

John & Pam Heyrman
Faith Hill

Denis & Irene Hogan

Shelly & Todd
Hribernik

Paula Jacobson
Melissa Jagodinsky

Jacob Jirschele &
Jackie Core

Charlene Johnson

Alonzo Kelly

Tony & Molly Kleiman

Tony & Laura Kraft
Lauren & Alex
Krukowski

Mike and Jennifer
Kukiela

Becky Lamers

Alex & Jessie Lawton
Barb Lemerond

Jim & Tracy Lemsky

Bret & Joey
Liebmann

Sarah Lulloff

Mark Luther

Matt & Melissa Lutsey

Megan MacCarthy

Dillon & Kristy Maney

Dr. Maureen Manion

Lora & Mark Matzke

Sommer May

Alejandra Mejia

Deb & Mark
Meulemans

Sue Mietzel

Pat & Jess Miller
Betsy Mitchell

Jill & Ryan Murphy
Nature's Way
Mary Neustifter
Ben & Lindsey Novak
Nsight

Dawn Olejniczak

Julie Paavola-
Shulstad & John
Shulstad

Craig & Rachelle
Paulsen

lan & Sheila Perks

Michele Pesiri

Maureen Phillips

Kelly Raber

Maggie Rettler

Sharon Rortstein

Kristin Rozek

Jenna Ryan

Cheri Salmon

Brandon Schad

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MDT PARTNERS

Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

Tracy & David
Schiesser

Joe Schinkten Family
Schreiber Foods,
Inc.Colleen Sheedy
Kim Shefchik

Mike & Jane Simmer
Mike & Emily Smith

Thomas & Cynthia
Sullivan

Haroon Syed

The Bottle Room

The van Rite Family

Jane and Jack
Thompson

Jeremy Treague

William & Michelle
Tressler

Randy & Julie Van
Straten

Ann & Dave Vande Hei

Warren Vande Leest

Sandra & David
VanDenHeuvel

Colleen VanEgeren

Sarah & Matt
Vangrunsven
Stephanie
Verboncouer
Lynn Wagner
Jennifer & Jason
Wahlers
Mary Ellen Walters
Barbara & Bill
Wangerin, Sr.
Lori Warchol
Jenn Warpinski
Cindee Warren
Mitch & Diane
Weckop
Carl & Jan Welle
Shannon Wescott
Jerry & Sue Wieland
Christine Woleske
Ashley Wolfgram
Michael Wozniak,
In Memory of
Dorothy Wozniak
Cherie Yenchesky
Shanna Zeitler

The multi-disciplinary team is comprised of representatives from a wide

range of disciplines and agencies within our community. Thank you for

helping us Protect, Heal, and Care for children!

Ashwaubenon Public
Safety

Brown County
Corporation Counsel
Brown County District
Attorney

Brown County Health
& Human Services
Department

Brown County
Sheriff's Office

Children’'s Wisconsin

De Pere Police
Department
Golden House
Green Bay Police
Department
Green Bay Public
Schools
Hobart-Lawrence
Police Department
HSHS St. Vincent
Hospital - SANE
Program

Oneida Nation Indian
Child Welfare

Oneida Police
Department

Pulaski Police
Department

Sexual Assault Center
of Family Services

Wrightstown Police
Department



FINANCIAL Willow Tree
S N A P S H OT Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

As a program of Family Services of Northeast Wisconsin, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, Willow
Tree relies on the generosity of our community and funding through various grants and
government contracts to keep our services for children thriving!

Generous contributions from individual donors like YOU

With your support: account for more than 50% of Willow Tree’s funding.

Thank you for supporting our Mission!
0/. FUNDSOUR
889% services
CHILD FORENSIC INDIVIDUAL
INT ERV IEW'S 55% conTrisuTiONS

GOVERNMENT

CONTRACTS &
240/0 PARTNERSHIPS

MEDICAL
EVALUATIONS

ADVOCACY &
COUNSELING
O/. GRANT
PREVENTION 21% FUNDING
EDUCATION

Other

FUNDING
SOURCES

70/0 FUNDRAISING

50/0 ADMINISTRATION
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LEADERSHIP

LETTER FROM THE CEO:
CELEBRATING EVERY CHILD SERVED
Lois Mischler, President & CEO

When | see the number - 728 children seen at Willow Tree in one year, it can feel sad and overwhelming. | am
angry that all children are not always safe from harm and all children do not have access to unconditional love
and a trusted adult. However, beyond those feelings, | also am able to celebrate that 728 children were able to
get help at Willow Tree.

| celebrate the tremendous courage of these children, who bravely talk about what happened to them. |
celebrate a community response that works to make each child’s disclosure affirming and healing for them. |
celebrate each child being told that we believe them and will protect them - messages that will be part of the
child’s forever memory of this event. | celebrate community partners who prioritize children’s comfort over
efficiency. | celebrate the generosity of a community that supports these children, every day, by fostering and
encouraging a life that is filled with the knowledge that they were believed, felt safe, and that their courage
was recognized.

"'l As | look forward it is through a lens of inspiration and gratitude. | am inspired by every child who
A walks through the doors of Willow Tree and by each professional that walks in beside them. | am
inspired by the young lives that are changed for the better because of this compassionate,
child-centric approach that promotes healing.

Finally, | am grateful for all of you and your support of the children and families that come to
Willow Tree.

It is because of you that children have the opportunity to be heard, believed, and helped to heal
at Willow Tree. Thank you!

To bright futures for every child,

Lt

17 IMPACT REPORT 2021 LEADERSHIP



WILLOW TREE
ADVISORY BOARD

Christy Policy, Chair
Amanda Auricchio
Erin Enright

Kathy Hartman 4

Sherri Hoyman, MD
Bellin Health

Mike Jerry
J. Michael Jerry LLC

Chad Jeskewitz
Spotter, Inc.

Charlie Millerwise
Green Bay Packers

Courtney Peirce

Stacy Stecker
Associated Bank

Travis Vanden Heuvel
KHROME

Together we can

and neglect.

put a stop to child abuse

FAMILY SERVICES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kristy Maney, Chair

Nicolet National Bank

Stacie Gries, Vice Chair
Johnson Financial Group

John Frey, Treasurer
Rashad Cobb, Secretary

Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation

Susan Baranczyk
J.J. Keller

Jenene Calloway
Schreiber Foods

Gwen Christensen*
Advocate Aurora Health

Cecilia Colburn {7+
Procter & Gamble

Todd Delain
Brown County Sheriff

Sandy Ewald

Jim Filter
Schneider

Jennifer Garceau
Howard-Suamico School
District

Maryanne Gerstner

Mark Kasper 1
Amerhart, Ltd.

Alonzo Kelly
Kelly Leadership Group

Tracy Lemsky ft
Associated Bank

Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

Chad Levanetz*
Ruder Ware

Justin Merritt
Green Bay Packaging

Jill Murphy*

Tom Sigmund
NEW Water

Tony Steffek
Davis & Kuelthau

Kevin Wood
WEC Energy Group

* Commenced service during 2021
t Stepped down from service during 2021
1t Stepped down from service during 2022

DONATE. ADVOCATE. EDUCATE.

Each year, more than 500 children from across Northeast Wisconsin are
interviewed at Willow Tree about allegations of abuse, neglect or other
maltreatment. This would not be possible without the generous support of
people like you in our community. For more ways to get involved and help
power our mission to Protect, Heal, and Care for children please visit
www.familyservicesnew.org/willow-tree.

Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of this annual report. To report errors or omissions,
please contact Cara Gosse, Vice President of Philanthropy & Communication, at

cgosse@ familyservicesnew.org or (920) 436-4360 x 1332.



Willow Tree

Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

P.O. Box 22308
Green Bay, WI 54305-2308

Willow Tree is a program of Family
Services of Northeast Wisconsin,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

www.familyservicesnew.org/
willow-tree
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