Cornerstone Child Advocacy Center

g Willow Tree

www.willowtreecac.org

A program of Family Services of
Northeast Wisconsin



PROTECT.
HEAL.
CARE.

Willow Tree Cornerstone Child Advocacy
Center is a community partnership to
protect, heal and care for children who
have been sexually or physically abused,
neglected, or witnessed a crime.

Our child-friendly facility brings together
a team of experts to evaluate and
investigate each case. Families are
assigned an advocate to help them
through the entire process and children
talk to someone who is specially trained
to speak with kids about abuse.

At Willow Tree, a child can also be
medically evaluated and receive ongoing
counseling. We can also refer them to
outside services and resources closer to
where they live.

Willow Tree is a program of Family
Services of Northeast Wisconsin, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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children were brought to
Willow Tree in 2018- a new record.

Willow Tree helped 21% more
children in 2018 than 2017. This
increase is due in large part to
our community partners, who
are utilizing Willow Tree more
often.

According to a 2018 review of
law enforcement data, Willow
Tree was utilized in 93% of all
child sexual abuse cases and
88% of physical abuse cases in
Brown County in 2017.

We're proud of those numbers.
But there is more work to be
done. With your help, we can
make sure 100% of child abuse
victims in Brown County are
brought to Willow Tree. And,
that more children from
surrounding areas can access
our child-friendly approach.

*Our typical child is a 12-year-old girl who was sexually abused by a parent or other relative.
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ADVOCACY

A SYSTEM OF
SUPPORT

An advocate is someone from
Willow Tree or Family Services'
Sexual Assault Center who provides
support and information to children
and their non-offending family
members or caregivers. This support
is offered at Willow Tree and
continues throughout the entire
process that may follow after abuse
or neglect is reported.

Our advocates make sure each child
and family receive the resources
and referrals they need to begin to
heal. Advocates also maintain
contact with families to provide
them with updates on an
investigation and to offer ongoing
support, which can include
accompanying families to court for
hearings or if the case goes to trial.




HELPING CHILDREN & FAMILIES
FEEL SAFE

An advocate may spend several years working with a family. The
advocate checks in, listens to the family's concerns, and helps
them find a way forward.

Tiffany first brought her children to Willow Tree in 2011 for allegations of
physical abuse by their father, Tiffany's ex-husband. The children were each
interviewed and medically evaluated, but the case didn't result in charges and
unsupervised visits with their dad continued.

The family's advocate, Jodi, kept in touch with Tiffany after that day. More
reports of abuse followed, but nothing that rose to a criminal level. That was
until the family returned to Willow Tree in 2018.

12-year-old "Alyssa had red marks around her neck. Our nurse would later
confirm these marks as being indicative of abuse. Alyssa's brother and sisters
were also interviewed about what happened.

Alyssa's case did result in charges and her dad was ordered not to have any
contact with her. This order didn't apply to her siblings.

Jodi accompanied Tiffany and the kids when the request went to court. Jodi
remembers the youngest child crying, telling the judge that she loves her dad
but doesn’'t want him to hurt them anymore. The family's request was granted.

Tiffany says she wouldn't have known to take this step without Jodi's help.
Thanks to your support, the children are comfortable spending time with their
dad in a way that makes them feel safe. Their dad was also ordered to take
anger management classes and is learning healthy ways to cope with stress
around his children.

*‘Names and other identifying information has been changed to protect the client's privacy.
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PURSUING JUSTICE

Our child forensic interviewers
are specially trained to ask
children non-leading, non-
suggestive questions that are
developmentally sensitive. Their
goal is to get the most accurate
information possible while
helping the child feel safe and
comfortable.

Investigating agencies observe
the child's interview from
another room, as it is being
recorded. This minimizes further
trauma that, in the past, a child
may have experienced through
telling and retelling their story
multiple times at multiple
agencies or in court.

Children were interviewed at Willow
Tree in 2018, the most in a single year.

0
0

came from Brown County, followed by
Shawano and Oconto Counties.
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A WEIGHT LIFTED OFF THEIR
SHOULDERS

The interview can be the start of a child's healing process. It was
for two sisters we'll call Megan and Ella, ages 9 and 12,

Ella had disclosed that she was being sexually abused by her mother's
boyfriend. She had told her dad, who told police. The family was concerned
that something had also happened to Megan. But they didn't know what.

Ella could sense her little sister's nerves and bravely volunteered to talk to
Kristie, one of our child forensic interviewers, first. They went into an interview
room to talk one-on-one. Ella told Kristie this was “very hard to talk about,” but
knew she finally had to say something. She went on to describe years of
significant sexual abuse by her mother's boyfriend. She said he told her that no
one would believe her if she told and that she would get into trouble.

Like so many children who come to Willow Tree, Ella told Kristie she wanted to
tell sooner but didn't know how. She said telling someone felt like a weight had
been lifted off her chest. She said she now knows that something also
happened to her sister Megan. But she didn't know what.

Megan was still nervous when she entered the interview room. Kristie gave her
some putty to play with and talked about more relaxed topics to start. Once
Megan was comfortable, she disclosed to Kristie very similar sexual abuse as
her sister. She told Kristie she always wondered if the same thing was
happening to Ella, too. She told Kristie it “felt good” to let it all out.

When the girls returned for their medical evaluations the following week, they
didn't have to tell the nurse why they were there, because they had already
talked to Kristie about it. The family says the girls have been more relaxed and
confident since their interviews and finally feel safe again at home.

Thanks to your support, Megan and Ella are beginning to heal and are looking
forward to a brighter future!
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PROTECTING YOUNG BODIES

Willow Tree is proud to partner with
Children's Hospital of Wisconsin to
provide on-site medical evaluations
in our child-friendly exam room. Our
nurse practitioner, Jen, works for
Children's Hospital and specializes
in the medical evaluation of child
maltreatment. She looks for signs
indicating sexual or physical abuse
or neglect, and her findings can
later be used as evidence if the
case goes to court.

Many of the children Jen sees for
sexual abuse voice concerns about
their bodies and how they appear to
others. During an exam, Jen can
reassure these children that they
look like a normal 8-year-old girl or
g-year-old boy. She can also collect
samples to test for sexually
transmitted infections to ensure
children are healthy and get the
treatment they need to heal.
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children received a medical
evaluation to check for signs of abuse,
neglect or drug endangerment.

Jen can also collect urine samples
that are sent out and tested for
trace amounts of illegal substances.
These tests occasionally show a
child has been exposed to cocaine,
alcohol or other drugs. Those
findings often provide the evidence
needed for Child Protection to move
a child into a more safe
environment.
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BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES

Helping a child heal from the
trauma of sexual or physical abuse
or neglect can be complex. Our
therapist often meets with a child
for at least six months to a year.
This is longer than the average
length of treatment at many
outpatient clinics, due to the nature
of the trauma these children have
experienced.

For one boy, the experience of
being sexually assaulted left him
feeling sad, guilty, and believing he
would never achieve his dream of
becoming a professional athlete.
We'll call him Lucas. He told his
therapist, Amy, that he felt like the
only kid in his 5th grade class who
had experienced something like
what had happened to him.

therapy sessions were conducted
at Willow Tree in 2018

Page 8 | Willow Tree

During therapy, Amy found it helpful
to Lucas to talk about celebrities
who had been sexually assaulted.
She pointed out that they had made
a big difference in other people's
lives by talking about what
happened, and had accomplished
great things. For about a year, Amy
helped Lucas work through his
trauma. Lucas eventually felt
comfortable sharing his story with
his dad, so they could process it
together.

By the end of the year, Lucas was
feeling better and less depressed.
He was participating in the sports
he loved and felt empowered to
keep chasing his dream of playing
professionally. Lucas could not
have come this far without your
support!
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EMPOWERING CHILDREN

Prevention is an important part of
who we are at Willow Tree. Our
prevention specialist, Miss
Becca, goes into local schools to
teach children important
measures to help prevent sexual
or physical abuse, including
whom a child should tell if it's
happening.

Starting in preschool, Miss Becca

uses child-friendly explanations

to teach kids the difference

between safe touches and unsafe
touches, and good and bad

secrets. She also helps children
identify trusted adults who they

can talk to if someone is hurting

them. i

With older children, Miss Becca
explores topics related to sexual
assault, harassment and consent
to help students understand the
importance of respecting others
and building healthy
relationships.

8,071

students learned measures to help
prevent or report abuse or neglect.

Page 9 | Willow Tree 2018 Impact Report



A COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT

$10,000 *

Cornerstone Foundation
of Northeastern
Wisconsin

Bob & Carmen Gallagher

Humana, Inc. 1

Jurnie's Shelter

K.C. Stock Foundation

Schneider Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Associated Bank 1

Bob & Carol Gafvert

Miriam & Jim Mulva 1

Other Guys Law
Enforcement Motorcycle
Club

$1,000 - $4,999

180 Risk Partners, LLC 1

Pete Angilello ¥

Anonymous

Amanda and Gaetano
Auricchio

Aurora BayCare Medical
Center

Bellin Health System

Belmark, Inc. 1

Sister Sally Ann Brickner,
in memory of Amy Heder

Broadway Automotive 1

Cloud Family Foundation,
Inc’t

Craig & Karen Dickman

Will & Erin Enright

Exelon Foundation

Green Bay Area Exchange
Club

Green Bay Area Exchange
Club, in memory of
Donna Whelen

The George Kress
Foundation, on behalf of
Green Bay Packaging ¥

Green Bay Packers Give
Back 1

Mike & Barb Halron Fund®

Brian Hartinger

Doug & Kathy Hartman

James R Sickel Law Office

Jan & Jim Hurd 1

Mark & Julie Kasper

Family Foundation

Khrome Advertising

Agency, LLCT

Michael & Karen Kini

Tim & Sherry Laut

Charlie & Janet Lieb

Long Family Fund for

Catholic Charity™
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Steve & Janelle Maricque

Karen McDiarmid and Jim
Montgomery 1

Jack & Engrid Meng 1

Nicolet National Bank

Mark & Mary Olsen

Marty & Shannon Olson

Onterra, LLCT

Orthopedic & Sports
Medicine Specialists of
Green Bay 1

Stephen E. & Julie M.
Pasowicz

Pink Flamingos

Edward & Christina Policy

Aaron & Angie Qualio

Robinson Metal, Inc. 1

Steve & Jackie
Schechinger

Carol & Paul Schierl

Strang, Patteson, Renning,
Lewis & Lacy 1

The Runaway Spoon 1

Jay & Barbara Tomcheck 1

Kenneth F & Virginia
Trudell T

Tweet/Garot Mechanical,
Inc

Bill & Annie Vander Perren

Neil VanDyke & Laura Lee
Prange Family Fund”

Daniel and Jeanne
Verbanac Family
Charitable Fund

Barbara & Bill Wangerin,

Sr.1

Margot & Michael Wittig

Work and Family

Consulting Inc

$500 - $999

Kevin Blaney

Jules & Julie Blank
Frederick & Judith Darling 1
Morgan & Mehul Doshi
Anonymous

John & Claire Frey

Stacie Gries

Paul & Karen Hasemeyer
J.J. Keller Foundation, Inc.
Hank Kollross & Mary
Gronnert 1

Will Kress

Geoffrey & Callie Lacy
Lisle Family Foundation
Daniel & Tonya Lloyd
Lora & Mark Matzke
Montoure/Hanson/Teske
Orthodontics

Prevea Health Circle of Giving

Mike & Jenny Rausch

Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy
Cross

David & Tonya Toonen

Velocity Machine 1

Wipfli LLP

\Wisconsin Public Service
Foundation ¢

Christine Woleske

$250 - $499

Kimberly & Chad Anderson

Brown County Sheriff's
Benevolent Association

Detrie Construction, Inc.

Jeff & Angela Hoisington

Luna Coffee Roasters, in
memory of Father John
Bostwick

Marissa Meli ¥

Bill & Karen Monfre

Tom & Joan Olson

Mark & Susan Porath

Drs. Tom Schlueter & Ellen
Neuhaus

James and Kathlin Sickel

Mike & Jane Simmer

Ellen Ney Van Dyke ¥

Sarah Vangrunsven

Eric & Kelly Witczak

Ben & Ann Zellner

$1 - $249

Acpru @

Steven Adamski @

Patricia & Jeff Agee-Aguayo ¥

Michael & Janet Ajango

Terry & Stephanie Albrecht

Susan Angoli ¥

Daniel & Julie Ariens

Baird Creek Investigative
Services, LLC

Richard & Susan Baranczyk

Robert & Joan Bartingale

Base Companies and Titletown
Brewing ¥

Gwen Baumel

Jill & Scott Bean

Bill Benson

Pema Bhum & Lauran Hartley ¥

Bring Studios ¥

David & Georgia Brosig ¥

Mark & Stephanie Callahan

Caltech Development & Institute
Relations ¢

Donald & Mary Carlson ¥

Sean Carmichael & Laura
Olejniczak-Carmichael

Sandy Catalano

Martha Chambless ¥

Anonymous ¥

Peter Cichowski & Louise
Pfotenhauer @

Tim & Lori Cisler ¢

Walter & Rachel Cloud
Rashad Cobb

Bruce Cole & Duane Kuntz ¢
Michael Collins

Peggy Collins & David Smith
Michelle & Becky ¥

Diane Conway ¥

Alisa Conway

Scott & Nancy Copeland ¥
Monica Czachor

John & Liz Danner

Ann Marie & Benjamin Dart
The Davis Family ¥
Christine & Shane Degen
Paul & Tia DelLeers

Kris & Jim Demerath

Nancy Demmith €

David Denil @

Alan & Jeanette Derenne
Gregory Detennis & Susan
Stauber @

Kim & Bradley Dingeldein
Richard Dunn & Sheila Voss $®
Malena & Peter Dzwonkowski 4
Jay Edwards

Suzanne Effland €

Barbara Eland & Jill Johnson ¥
Tim & Marilyn Enright
Sandra Ewald

Richard & Mary Sue Fenner
Jean Fiedler @

Philip B. Flynn & Lois Grace
Golde

David & Genevieve Freier ¥
Kathy Friedland-Howard &
Creighton Howard

David & Sue Frizzo ¥

Lise Lotte Gammeltoft
Maryanne & Dave Gerstner
Greater Green Bay YMCA Inc
Jim & Meghan Greene

Carrie & Ted Gusmer @
Robert & Rita Hamilton 4
Mark & Marisa Hanson
Mackenzie Hanus ¢

Jeffrey & Lori Harrill
Adrienne Hartman

Kristin Harty

Hawkins Ash CPAs, LLC ¥
Thomas & Mary Hedge

Dr. Joel & Bridget Hein
Dayton & Amy Henderson ¥
Earl & Agnes Heyrman

Laura Hieb

Mark Higgins

Jeff Hinnendael

James Hoffman

Denis & Irene Hogan

Barry & Christina Holloway 4
Bonnie Houlihan

Sherri & Tim Hoyman
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$1 - $249 (cont'd)

Inside Out International LLC

Jackie Nitschke Center, Inc @

Paula Jacobson €

CJJanus @

Ruta Jaudegis and Bruce
McReynolds ¥

Mike & Karen Jerry

Sara Johnson

Linda Johnson Boyle €

Kelly Bennet Joyce @

Joe Kellner

Bob Kielpikowski & Carolyn
Brill @

Tony & Molly Kleiman

Anonymous ¥

John & Terry Koester

Barbara & Robert Koldos ¥

KM. Kollman ¥

Shane & Susan Lagerman ¥

Betty LaSorella ¥

C. Pat LaViolette @

Law Firm of Conway, Olejniczak
& Jerry, S.C.

Alex & Jessie Lawton

Debra Leis

Melissa & Tom Lemkuil

Jim & Tracy Lemsky

Tony & Leanne Less

Sarah Leupold

Liberty Diversified International

Deb Lies

Kathryn Lockwood in honor of
Susan Lockwood

Cara Lukasik

Sandy MacArthur

Joe Madrid ¥

Carrie & PJ Madson

Todd Mallasch ¥

Dillon & Kristy Maney

Dr. Maureen Manion

Tom & Pam Martin

Barry & Cheryl Martzahl

Emily Matesic, Adam Rockman

and Troy ¥

Frank Mattia & Shelley Boehm-
Mattia

Deborah Mauthe

Anonymous

Grace Meyer

John Miller

Pat Miller

Krissy Miskella

Carrie Moberg

Anonymous

William Mueller @

Matthew & Cynthia Mueller

Denise & Sean Mullen ¥

Jill Murphy

Judy Nagel @

Ben & Lindsey Novak

Keith & Susan Obermiller

Carlo Obligato @

Julie Ollmann ¥

Tom & Sue Long Olmsted

Katy O'Neil

Julie Paavola-Shulstad & John
Shulstad ¥

Daniel Pagel & Thomas

Thomas ¥

David & Susan Pamperin Family

Fund®

Richard & Kristine Parins ¥

John Parisi

Dan & Peg Pichler

Helen Pierquet

Kristine Pihlgren & Chad Resar

Dr. Tom & Tita Plouff

Paula & James Pyle $®

David & Virginia Reinardy ¥

Stephen Reinke & Laurie
Nixon-Reinke ¥

Terri Reschke

Kathy Rettke

Cathleen & Rob Riordan ¥

Jeff or Kathy Ritter @

David Rohde

Kristin Rozek

Nancy Ruedinger

Benjamin & Cassandra Ruoff

Cheri Salmon

Barbara Savagian ¥

Dr. Fritz & Beth Schmidt

Gregg Selig

Mary Semanek ¥

David & Laura Senghammee

Beth Seymour ¥

Colleen Sheedy @

Kim Shefchik

Tom & Janis Sigmund

Vicki Skoczynski

Skyline Exhibit Resource, Inc ¥

Eileen & Paul Spielbauer

Mary & John Standish @

Mike Steaupack

Dana & Stacy Stecker

Tony & Melissa Steffek

Katie Thibaudeau

James & Anne Tobias-Becker ¥

William & Michelle Tressler €

Van Rite Plumbing

Dean & Amy Vande Hey ¥
Jeff & Mary Vande Leest
Colleen VanEgeren

Katie VanRite

Kim Viduski &

Jennifer Vincent

Eric & Samantha Wagner
Lynn Walter @

Your Friends at Waupaca
Foundry @

David & Susan Wegge ¥
Joe & Deb Weiland

Bob & Tracy Weyers

Jody Weyers @

David & M. Sue White Fund"
Jerry & Sue Wieland

Paul & Joey Wilinski
Norman Wilsman & Margaret
O'Harrow ¢

John & Karen Wirch ¥
Susan & Todd Wolf €
Mike Wortmann

Kim & David Yeghiaian 4
Jenny Zauada

Janette Zimonick ¥

1 Sponsor of the 2018 Life
Saver River Cruise

* A fund of the Greater Green
Bay Community Foundation

¥ In memory of Jim Rivett

REMEMBERING JIM RIVETT

Jim Rivett was a tireless advocate for
children. He used his creativity to the
benefit of everyone in our community -
including the children and families at
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Willow Tree.

Both Willow Tree and our parent
organization, Family Services of

Northeast Wisconsin, will remember Jim

for his incredible generosity and loyal
support, and for his contributions as a
member of our Willow Tree Advisory

Board.
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GIVING COMFORT TO FAMILIES

Your support of Willow Tree
gives comfort and safety to
children and families during

what is often a very emotional, 0

stressful and frightening time in

their lives. O

We often ask families what they of parents and caregivers surveyed said
appreciate most about Willow their child felt safe at Willow Tree.
Tree. These are some of their

responses:

"Everyone was kind, they
made the process easy.'

"The help and support.” 7 0
"The information and 004
resources.”

of parents and caregivers surveyed

How kind and understanding described our staff as friendly and pleasant.

the staff was."
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MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM

Ashwaubenon Public Safety

Brown County Corporation Counsel
Brown County District Attorney's Office
Brown County Human Services

Brown County Sheriff's Department
Children's Hospital of Wisconsin

De Pere Police Department

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Golden House

3,000+

children have been helped at Willow
Tree since our opening in 2011.
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Green Bay Police Department

Oneida Police Department

SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners)
Sexual Assault Center of Family Services
St. Vincent Hospital

Wrightstown Police Department

AREAS SERVED

(Listed in order of number of children served)

Brown County Winnebago County
Shawano County Menominee, Ml
Oconto County Calumet County
Menominee Reservation Sheboygan County
Manitowoc County Orange, FL
Marinette County Kaukauna
Kewaunee County Fond du Lac County
Outagamie County Iron County
Waupaca County Marathon County
Door County Milwaukee County
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FAMILY SERVICES BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mark Kasper, Chair
Amerhart, Ltd

Tom Sigmund, Vice Chair
NEW Water

John Frey, Treasurer
Hansen Foods

Kristy Maney, Secretary
Nicolet National Bank

Jill Bean
Foth Van Dyke, LLC

Rashad Cobb

Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation
Todd Delain

Brown County Sheriff's
Department

Christy Policy, Chair
Erin Enright

Mary Gronnert
Schneider

Kathy Hartman

Sandy Ewald
Aurora Health Care

Jim Filter
Schneider

Jennifer Garceau
Howard-Suamico School
District

Maryanne Gerstner
John Gossage
Brown County Sheriff's

Department

Stacie Gries
Johnson Bank

Denis Hogan
Associated Bank

Sherri Hoyman, MD
Bellin Health

Mike Jerry
J. Michael Jerry LLC

Tim Kneeland
180 Risk Partners

Mike Jerry
J. Michael Jerry LLC

Julie Kopling
Assure Professional

Dan Lloyd
Procter & Gamble

Susanne Lumsden

Justin Merritt
Green Bay Packaging

Matt Mueller
Schreiber Foods

Marty Olson
Green Bay Packaging

Kristy Maney
Nicolet National Bank

Lora Matzke

The late Jim Rivett
Khrome

Sue Porath
Northright Financial

Tony Steffeck
Davis & Keulthau

Steve Warner
Unified School District of
De Pere

Kevin Wood
WEC Energy Group

Travis Vanden Heuvel
Titletown Publishing

Eric Witczak
Nicolet National Bank
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